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Announcement 
• U.S. JCI Senate Region IV Calabash Beach Bash in 

Myrtle Beach on March 20 – 22, 2025 

• FL JCI Senate Year End Meeting in Tampa on 

May 16 – 18 

• GA JCI Senate Meeting in Jekyll Island on May 16 

– 18 

• AL JCI Senate Year End Meeting in Oxford on 

May 30 – June 1 

• NC JCI Senate 50th Anniversary in Cary on May 30 

– June 1  

• U.S. JCI Senate Annual Meeting in Northbrook, IL 

on June 15 – 19  
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Message from Region IV 
NVP 

 
Hello Region IV! 

Had a great time in Kenner! Thanks to the Iowa Senate 

and their hard work. Congratulations to our Legacy 

medallion winners of Region IV. President Alex and the 

Georgia Senate took home the race flag. We made it out 

before the snow. 

Great meeting with the Alabama Senate in Gulf Shores. It’s 

always great to be home. We had a great time at the Gifted 

Horse for lunch. Had a great time with the out of town 

friends. 

Next stop was North Carolina.  Meeting was in conjunction 

with the Jaycees. Tour of Raleigh and a great lunch. Had 

the opportunity to help with presentations with six new 

senatorships along with the Jaycee President gave them 

their name badge and President Chris presented them with 

their medallion. I love my car tag. 

Had a great time at Florida’s 55th. Had the opportunity to 

see friends that haven’t seen in a while. They presented two 

new senatorships. The presentation that President Micheal 

did for his keynote address was very informative about the 

Senate. We all received a copy of the first Mentor. 

The next visit will be Pigeon Forge. Excited about seeing 

my friends from other regions. 

Hope to see everyone one at Calabash, March 20th-23rd. 

 

“When We Believe” 

Carla Bailey #62624 

Region IV NVP 

  

 

WELCOME OUR NEWEST 

Senators for Region IV 

From NC JCI Senate: 

Melinda Sampson #83687 

Yvette Spears #83688 

Shelby Palmer #83689 

Gina Allums #83690 

James Lanier #83691 

Denise Gold #83692 

From FL JCI Senate: 

David Gooch #83695 

Tammy Coughlin #83701 
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Region IV Sweepstakes 
Thank you to all of Region IV for supporting the Region 

IV Sweepstakes. I am very proud of all of our states as 

everyone participated in selling and buying tickets. We are 

½ through the drawing of the tickets and we have had a 

winner every night except for one so far. The drawing will 

continue until February 28th so stay tuned for more 

winners. There will be two winners each day – the buyer 

(75.00) and the seller (25.00) of the winning ticket.  It is 

exciting to see how many winners we have had so far. There 

will be a 2nd chance drawing at the Region IV Meeting at 

Calabash Beach Bash with all the tickets that did not win 

put into a drawing for prizes. Also, we will have the 2nd 

Pitt 53 Race between the states. Presidents get your teams 

together with your sponsors and lets see who can bring 

home the Checkered Flag. Awards (suitable for framing) 

will be given to the top individual and State Sellers.  We 

will be able to present NVP Carla with a substantial check 

when the event is over. If you have any questions about the 

Region IV feel free to reach out to me at 

angelsandbutterflies@hotmail.com or 336-317-8013. 

AL JCI Senate 
Greetings from Alabama! 

Since the Region IV meeting in Huntsville we have 

participated in Wreaths Across America, attended the 

National meeting in New Orleans and held our Winter 

meeting in Gulf Shores. 

Some wonderful guests dropped by the meeting in Gulf 

Shores; Past National JCI President Steve Sutherland and 

First Lady Dawn Sutherland, Past National JCI President 

Hal Williams, Chairman of the Board Florida JCI Senate 

Jaci Newmark and Region IV NVP Carla Bailey. We 

appreciate everyone that was able to attend. 

A big thank you to Larry Graham for chairing our 

scholarships this year. It sounds like we have a great group 

again this year! 

Our next meeting will be May 30 - June 1, 2025 at the 

Courtyard Marriott Oxford AL. Please join us! 

Lisa Townsend #55999 

President Alabama JCI Senate 

 
 

GA JCI Senate 
 

January 31st until February 2nd, 2025, for the first time 

in 10years The Georgia JCI Senate and JCI Georgia 

Jaycee were all together in Statesboro Georgia. The Senate 

had their meeting and the Jaycees had their year-end 

celebration. Jaycee President Sydney Davis welcomed the 

Senate with open arms. 

February 14th Through February 16th, 2025, we will be 

celebrating JCI Florida’s 55th Anniversary in Kissimmee 

Florida. 

March 20th through March 23 Calabash in Myrtle Beach, 

South Carolina the Georgia Senate will be present. 

May 15 through May 18th, 2025, George JCI year-end 

meeting and Reverse raffle held on Jekyll Island, Georgia. 

May 31 through June 2, 2025, the Georgia Senate will be 

attending JCI North Carolina Senate 50th anniversary. 

June 15th through the 19th U.S. JCI National Senate 

Convention, Northbrook, Illinois. 

August 8 through the 10th 2025, the Georgia JCI Senate 

will be hosting is 50th anniversary at the Doubletree Inn 

Atlanta airport. It will also be our August meeting 

registration form to follow shortly. 

 

“Doing It the Right Way” 

President Alex Hitman Willis #34236/L50 
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SC JCI Senate 
 

Greetings from the great State of South Carolina!  This 

quarter we have focused on our state, members and goals.  

After having a very successful turnout for Wreaths Across 

America, we have now shifted to our next quarter's goals 

which focus on our next convention and the continuation 

of our focus for this year and the years to come.  The Senate 

attended and supported our State Jaycees at their year-end 

convention and were very encouraged and excited!.  We are 

looking forward to working with the new administration 

and the team. The Senate is also looking forward to 

welcoming our new team and we, of course, as always, 

welcome the Jaycee team to join us in our efforts to support 

and strengthen both of our organizations. I certainly know 

that both administrations will bring a new vision and plan 

of action for the upcoming year! 

We now go into our next convention with a full slate of 

newly elected officers and are excited about what is yet to 

come of our strong state.  I have every confidence in the 

incoming team members and the individual strengths each 

of them bring to the team!   

I know that every one of my Region Presidents are driving 

their states to the finish line and we are no different.  I want 

to thank all of our SC Senate members for continuing to 

support our team and participating in our events.  As I have 

said before, we may be a small state but we are mighty in 

production and dedication. 

I look forward to updating all of you on how South Carolina 

finishes out our year as strong as ever! 

Laura McDivitt #65755 

SC JCI Senate President  

2024 – 2025 

 

 

 

From the “Spark Plugs” 
Sweepstakes Team 

 
Hello everyone!   
 Ron Kimmet and I will be selling tickets and 

accepting prizes at the upcoming Region IV Calabash Bash. 

We will have a special incentive to buy tickets now until the 

end of the year.  The committee has put together a ‘Grand 

Prix Giveaway’.  Any ticket that is purchased at a State or 

Regional Meeting will be entered into a drawing to be held 

at the National Convention just prior to the Sweepstakes 

Drawing. The prize will be six bottles of Crown Royal 

(various flavors). 
The team has also been authorized to add to the 

$2,000 grand prize giveaway. The additional amounts will 

be based on our final collected monies. 
• $250 cash prize if we reach $42,500 

• $500 cash prize if we reach $45,000 

• $750 cash prize if we reach $47,500 

• $1,000 cash prize if we reach $50,000 

As prize chair (Region I-V), my job is to collect 

prizes for the end of year National meeting in Northbrook, 

IL.  The prizes will be given out at the Sweepstakes raffle 

during the week of June 15 – 19, 2025.  Winners are picked 

from Sweepstakes raffle tickets you purchased. The prizes 

are gift cards, cash, or Senator donated items or 

baskets.  Gift cards can be in any amount, no matter how 

small.  All prizes will be valued at $100. For example, if you 

donate a gift card worth $20, we will find other cards/cash 

that total $100. For every donation you make that is worth 

$10-$50, you will receive one additional raffle ticket.  If you 

donate $51 to $100, you will receive two additional free 

raffle tickets.  If your donation is over $100 you will receive 

more tickets.  I encourage you to bring a donation to 

Calabash.   
However, if you will not be there and wish to 

donate, I will also be at National in June.  Or, if you would 

prefer to send a gift card(s) or a check, instead of cash, my 

address is 407 Shai Circle   Bear, DE  19701. If you prefer 

to send a check in support, please write it out to the US JCI 

Senate. 

 
Thank you. 

 
Ann Harrison #75822, Region I-V Prize Chair 
Ron Kimmet #43520, Sweepstakes Chairman 
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FL JCI Senate 
The Florida JCI Senate made their annual trip to Rodeheaver Boys Camp on Pearl Harbor Day. Melanie Fickas #77281 did 

a fantastic job organizing and presenting the gifts to the boys. The Jacksonville Jaycees were also present and provided 

additional gifts to the boys. In addition to the gifts, the Fl JCI Senate gave each boy a $50 gift card. Thanks to Cindy 

Brandel #54928 and Team Tampa for the $1,000 donation for the Jaycees Cottage that was presented at the luncheon.  All in 

all, Melanie ran a successful project and hopes to do it again next year.  I am not sure who had more fun, Melanie or the boys! 

during the meeting. 

Wreaths Across Americas was on December 14 and I had the honor to be at the Tallahassee National Cemetery with Steve 

#27073 and Dawne #68900 Sutherland. We were also honored to have our NVP Carla Baily #62624 join us.  Afterward, we 

went to Sonny’s BBQ and I would like to thank the Sutherlands for their wonderful hospitably. 

Region 8 had their social on December 22 at Tara Golf and Country Club. I had have heard about this place and was pleased 

that I was able to attend. I appreciated the fine hospitality and the gifts from “Santa”. At least it was not a lump of coal! 

Off to Region 13 pinball social at the Silverball Pinball Museum. This place definitely takes you back into time and there are 

machines you had forgotten they existed. Thank you for the great time. 

I had the opportunity to represent Florida at Alex “Hitman” Willis 75 th birthday party held in Atlanta on January 3.  

There were many Senators in attendance wishing Alex happy birthday. 

On to the Big Easy for the winter board meeting. Florida was well represented. Senators running for national office were 

announced. The Iowa Senators ran this meeting and did a fabulous job. Winter 2026 BOD meeting is rumored to be in 

Region 4 but not un by Florida. 

I represented Florida at Alabama meeting Held at the Holiday Inns Express &amp; Suites, 

January 17-19 in Gulf Shores.  The highlight was eating at the Gifted Horse.  Thanks to our Alabama Senators for a great 

time. 

We have 110 registrations for the 55th, the largest attendance since our 50th when we had 250 registrations.  President Bruce 

Sostak #52655 and NVP Carla Bailey #62624 were our guest of honorees.  Jaci Newmark #56368 and her committee have 

worked hard to make this event a success. 

I will be curtailing some of my travels for the short term.  Last November, I fell backward and landed on my back, fracturing 

my spine.  It has been a long painful and slow recovering process.  I hope to see some relief by the Calabash. 

Finally, we wish a speedy recovery to one of our past presidents, Randy Windham #58263 who had surgery.  We look 

forward to seeing him at one of our future events. 

Michael Sawyer #36403 

55th President

Regions Party – NASCAR style in Chicago 

This year’s Regions Party at Year End in June will be NASCAR themed. We will be featuring Talladega as our race track in 

honor of NVP Carla’s home state and Wood’s Brothers Racing who is celebrating 50 years in Racing this year.  We have a 

long history of NASCAR racing in our Region and would love to have as many representations of our history as possible. If 

anyone has NASCAR memorability that they would like to share with the Region for the booth please feel free to reach out 

to me at angelsandbutterflies@hotmail.com or 336-317-8013. Thank you again for everyone’s support of this wonderful 

project. I can’s wait to celebrate with everyone in Chicago.  

  

mailto:angelsandbutterflies@hotmail.com
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Region IV Pictures 
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US JCI Senate Foundation 

Greetings for the US Senate Foundation!!  

The 2024-2025 year for the US Senate Foundation is in full swing.  State scholarship judging is being wrapped up and 

submissions are being forward to the National Scholarship committee!! I am looking forward to seeing how many are 

awarded to our young high school seniors from Region IV.   

For those that may not be aware, the US Senate Foundation’s purpose is to give scholarships to high school seniors.  We raise 

the money from our members and friends and use the interest our accounts earn to fund the scholarships. In the spring of 

2025, the US Senate Foundation plans to grant fifty (50) $1,500 scholarships to continue their education at accredited post-

secondary colleges and universities and ten (10) $1,000 scholarships to continue their education at vocational schools.  

The fundraising efforts have also been happening with a Bingo event at the US JCI Senate Winter Boards in Kenner, LA and 

our very own Region IV “Brown Bag/ Chinese” auction during the Fall meeting in Huntsville, Alabama where we 

collectively we raised $560 for that Foundation!!   

The next Region IV fundraiser will be at the Region IV Calabash Beach Bash in Mrytle Beach on Saturday March 22nd.  It’s 

our major event for the year and will include a Silent & Brown Bag Auction, a Dessert Contest and a special Blackberry 

Crown sampling experience. But this won’t be a success without everyone’s involvement … ways you can participate: 

* Donating items for the Silent / Brown Bag Auction 

* Bringing a dessert for Saturday night contest 

* Be ready to bid, bid and bid some more at the Silent /Brown Bag Auction 

(payment via cash and checks only) 

* Bring lots of $$ CASH $$ to vote for your favorite desert 

* Bring even more $$ CASH $$ to sample the Blackberry Crown experience 

Please remember that your generous support of the US JCI Senate Foundation is always appreciated no matter the amount 

and donations greater than $50 will be logged to your tier recognition account. The U.S. JCI Senate Foundation is a fully 

qualified, IRS approved 501(c)(3) non-profit and we recommend you work with your financial/tax advisor to ensure 

donations are deductible for federal income and estate tax purposes.  

If you are wondering where your cumulative total stands at, drop me a message – I have access to the report to find out and 

will be ready to cheer as you reach the next recognition level.  So, who will be recognized in Northbrook at the US JCI Senate 

Year End Celebration?  

 

In JCI Senate Spirit,  

 

Cheryl Carlson #70371 

US JCI Senate Foundation - Region IV Representative 

texdoc@mindspring.com 

919-218-1298  
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North Carolina JCI Senate 50th Anniversary Celebration 

 

The NC JCI Senate was chartered in June 1975, so to celebrate, we are having a 50th anniversary celebration May 30-31, 

2025, in Cary NC  

The celebration will take place at the Embassy Suites, 208 Harrison. Oaks Blvd, Cary NC 

Friday May 30 will be set up day with hospitality opening at 8 pm 

Sat May 31, we start the day with the NC JCI Senate year end meeting & elections.  

Hospitality and a champagne toast will be at 5 pm followed by group pictures at 5:30 

Formal banquet will begin at 6. 

There are so many things to do in the area.   The 3 major universities are with a 20 miles radius.  NC State is 8 miles, Duke 

University is 18 miles and UNC Chapel Hill is also 18 mikes.  

Downtown Raleigh is 10 miles where the state capital building and the NC Museum of History.   The. NC Museum of Art is 5 

miles away. There is a Bass Pro Shop across the street and many restaurants and shopping.   The closest airport is RDU and 

it’s 5 miles away.    

Registration is $75 postmarked by May 15,  

$90 after May 15 

There will be no on-site registration.  

The room rates are $159 plus tax a night with $5 daily parking fee. 

The Embassy Suite has made to order breakfast each morning, manager special every afternoon.  The hotel has a bar, a 

restaurant and a pool.   

If you wish to congratulate us on 50 years, please place an ad.  Crissie Lewis or Gene Shanks will be happy to help with the 

ad.  

Please join us as we celebrate 50 years of history and welcome our next 50!  

If you have any questions, please contact me at senatorcj@aol.com or 919-412-3981 

 

Carol “CJ” Jordan #45857 

NCJCISENATE 50th Anniversary chair  

1995-96 & 2000-2001 NCJCISENATE president 

2015-16 USJCISENATE President 

mailto:senatorcj@aol.com
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Region IV States and Presidents 

 

 

 

Region IV Staff 

Region IV NVP 
Carla Bailey #62624 

baileycarla750@yahoo.com 

Chaplain Sweepstakes 

James Danley #68600 Melanie Paschal #70372 

Website Newsletter 

Angela Sweeney #69453 Christianna Gilliam #78844 

Facebook Website 

 US JCI Senate Region IV | Facebook  https://regioniv.usjcisenate.org/ 

  

Alabama

Lisa Townsend #55999

pastjcprez71@aol.com

Florida

Michael Sawyer #36403

mikesf3@gmail.com

Georgia

Alex “Hitman” Willis #34236

alexanderwillis09@gmail.com

North Carolina

Chris Hardee #66036

chris@chrishardee.com

South Carolina

Laura McDivitt #65755

mcdivitt65755@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/groups/regionivusjcisenate
https://regioniv.usjcisenate.org/
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Editor’s Page 

 

Greetings Region IV Senators and friends. This is our third issue of Rolling Region IV Times. This 

is a digital newsletter only. I hope that everything is to your liking. If there is anything you are 

looking to include or add, the deadline dates are listed below.  

 

Please send in your articles as noted by the deadline dates below: 

Issue #02 – November 15th, Issue #03 – February 15th, and Issue #04 May 15th. 

 

My Quote of this Issue 

“Never be limited by other people’s limited imaginations.” 

― Dr Mae Jemison 

 

 

Spirit of the Senate, 

Christianna Gilliam #78844 

Gilliam78844@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Christianna Gilliam assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors or omissions in the content of this 

newsletter. The information contained in this newsletter is provided on an “as is” basis. "The information in this 

newsletter is for the private use of the members of the US JCI Senate and may not be used for any commercial or 

public purposes." 

mailto:Gilliam78844@gmail.com

